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Helping to keep their spirits up while they learn and write alone at home 
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ZBW – Leibniz-Information Centre for Economics  
• Sites in Hamburg and Kiel, Germany 
• National research infrastructure for 

economics and business studies 
information, focus on Open science 

• Celebrated 100th anniversary in 2019 
 

www.zbw.eu  

http://www.zbw.eu/
https://100years.zbw.eu/openup/


Different repeating sections 
• #IchBraucheStruktur / I need structure 
• #EigenverantwortlichStudieren / studying self-reliantly  
• #KurzePause / short break 
• #WissenschaftlichArbeiten / Research Skills 
• #DieZeitDanach / the time after 
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The idea: Send daily motivational letter to students 
to keep their spirits up while libraries are closed 



Some examples for advice and suggestions 
- Get up at the same time as usual 
- Plan a specific amount of time for your 

studies 
- Suggestions of fun videos for a break 
- Specific hints for writing a paper/thesis 

e.g. from our broschure or other research 
skills tools 

- Look ahead: look forward to something 
you can do after the lockdown 
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Some examples 

https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/research-skills/how-to-guides/
https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/research-skills/
https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/research-skills/
https://login.mailingwork.de/-ea-show/1421/311/F2Fdwvt0s5/html


A few weeks later ... 
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How can we keep this up for the next 
couple of weeks or even months? 



• Filling every single category five times a week is too much work and we start 
repeating the same things over and over 

•  drop some categories 
•  only two letters per week instead of five 

page 6 

How can we keep this up? 



• How to send a letter to students without spamming and keeping GDPR in 
mind?  send info to our newsletter subscribers and ask them to subscribe to 
motivational letter separately 

• Where and how to collect ideas for content and keep track of what we used 
already ( Wiki-page to collect and mark content) 
 

Organizational Aspects and Lessons Learned 
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Offered as part of our collected Corona-related 
services and information 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/news/research-in-times-of-corona/

https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/news/research-in-times-of-corona/
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Registration 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/news/zbw-motivationsschub-german/

https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/news/zbw-motivationsschub-german/
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Documentation: Archive 

• First on a daily (workday) basis 
• Then changed to Mondays and Thursdays 
• Many people who subscribed actually open the newsletter, 

hardly anyone unsubscribed 
 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/news/zbw-motivationsschub-german/

https://www.econbiz.de/eb/en/news/zbw-motivationsschub-german/motivationsschub-archiv/
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Questions? Please contact us! 

Dr. Tamara Pianos 
E: t.pianos@zbw.eu  

Dr. Doreen Siegfried 
E: d.siegfried@zbw.eu 
 

Nicole Clasen 
E: n.clasen@zbw.eu 
 

http://www.zbw.eu/de/recherchieren/econbiz-mobile/tamara-pianos/
mailto:t.pianos@zbw.eu
https://www.zbw.eu/en/about-us/press/doreen-siegfried/
mailto:d.siegfried@zbw.eu
https://www.zbw.eu/en/search/borrowing/nicole-clasen/
mailto:n.clasen@zbw.eu
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